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Introduction

This booklet is aimed at anyone wanting to study the trees in the Derby
Arboretum in more detail and complements the Tree Trail Leaflet
(available from the Rangers and other places), which gives:

an introduction to the history of the Arboretum; information on 25 trees
picked for their historical or botanical importance.

The Derby Arboretum was the result of collaboration between two men
—the benefactor, Joseph Strutt (1765-1844), and the designer, John
Claudius Loudon (1783 - 1843). When the Arboretum was given to the
people of Derby in 1840, a catalogue was written by Loudon (price one
shilling) which listed all the trees and shrubs planted in the Arboretum
and gave some detailed information on where the plant came from, its
growth habit and botanical interest.

Additionally, Loudon provided lines of verse about certain species.
For example, for Beech, Loudon quoted from Gray’s ‘Elegy’:

“There at the foot of yonder nodding beech,
That wreathes its old fantastic roots so high,
His listless strength at noontide would he stretch,

And pore upon the brook that babbles by.”

Loudon had completed the ‘Grand Tour’ of Europe and the Near East
and so had seen many of the trees and shrubs that are planted in the
Arboretum in their native habitat.

He was the author of several books and numerous articles on gardening,
landscape design and town planning. His most significant work was the
completion of Arboretum et fruticetum Brittanicum’ which ran to several
large volumes and took him eight years to write.
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The Arboretum, Derby.

Edwardian postcard of the Arboretum.

The catalogue contained the register of trees, shrubs and climbers
planted in the Arboretum and a detailed specification for the management
of the grounds. He clearly stated how the trees should be mulched with
leaf litter and grass cuttings, kept free from deadwood but otherwise not
pruned and removed altogether when they reached a height of 40 or

50 feet (13-16 metres). Loudon appreciated that the variety of trees and
shrubs could not be maintained if the larger trees were allowed to grow
to their full height.

The Arboretum was meant to be a collection of trees and shrubs to
maintain variety and educate the public on the horticultural merits of the
plants and not to have the huge specimens you can see in the Arboretum
today.

While there are many collections of trees and shrubs in Britain, (some
are private), the importance of Derby Arboretum is its well documented
history. It was Britain’s first public park. It was specifically designed to
educate and inform as well as provide a refuge from the smoke, cramped
conditions and hard work in the factories and mills of the industrial
Midlands.
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The Arboretum is unique in that its relatively small size was enhanced by
including mounds and serpentine paths to give a feeling of extra space.

By the mid-1840s, the Arboretum was a well-known tourist attraction with
people coming from all over the country on the recently-completed rail
network. The Rosehill playing fields were added in 1845 complete with a
large glass ‘crystal palace’. In the Arboretum, a fountain was constructed
in 1846 and, in 1852, an orangery and entrance building complete with
Strutt’s statue.

One of the main problems for the collection during the Victorian era was
the poor quality of the air. Many trees and shrubs died and were replaced
in the 1880s with common species such as London Plane and Lime

that could tolerate the pollution. These trees have grown into very large
specimens and threaten to crowd out the more interesting species and
also make the Arboretum rather gloomy in the summer.

Plan from the original catalogue showing the position of the mounds, paths and their dimensions.
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A sensible management plan would be to continue to remove some of
these larger, more common species to allow the new planting of flowering
and fruiting species close to the paths.

All of the following trees have labels and so it is not essential to start your
tour in one place, but you may find it easier to start at the Grove Street
Lodge and go anti-clockwise around the collection. This follows Loudon’s
original design where the trees and shrubs were laid out in their family
groups.

The information for each tree is as follows:

* Family - for example: Fagaceae (Oaks, Beech, Sweet Chestnut)
*  Genus - for example: Quercus (Oak)

« Species - for example: robur (Pedunculate Oak)

There may also be a variety such as ‘Fastigiata’ (upright) or ‘Variegata’
(variegated).

The use of family, genus and species was first developed by the Swedish
botanist Carl Linnaeus (1707-1778). It is known as biological classification
or ‘taxonomy’ and aims to organise the natural world into groups that
share similar characteristics. The common name is given, but it should

be noted that some plants have several common names such as the
hawthorn which is also known as ‘May’ or ‘quick’ which can lead to
confusion. The country of origin, also known as ‘provenance’, is given,
where relevant, but some have been grown by cuttings or grafting and so
are termed ‘of garden origin’.

The year of introduction is given where known. This is particularly
interesting to the horticulturalist as it coincides with the ‘discovery’ of
new countries and the natural riches they contain. So, plants from Europe
and the Near East have been known in Britain for many centuries, but
plants from eastern United States only became available after the 1500s,
plants from western USA after 1800, China 1760 and Japan 1850. South
American trees became available in the late part of the 18th century and
Australian trees were unknown until the early 1800s.
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The Art Deco bandstand opened in 1935 and destroyed by fire in 1994.

Loudon’s collection was very comprehensive with over 800 different
varieties of hardy trees and shrubs. He sourced them from various
nurseries and also from the Royal Horticultural Society’s gardens.

From its opening in 1840 until 1882, a small admission fee was charged
to pay for the Arboretum’s upkeep. This fee was waived on Wednesday
and Sunday afternoons to allow working people and shopkeepers to use
the park on their days off. The lodges were built to house the gardening
staff and the pavilions were designed as shelters where visitors could
enjoy their picnics. All the buildings and the pattern of mounds and
pathways were illustrated in the catalogue.

Over 170 years that the Arboretum has existed, so much has happened
and fashions have changed. The Arboretum has been used to house
cannons from the Crimean War, aviaries, an art deco bandstand, bomb
shelters and municipal greenhouses. The Arboretum is now firmly on the
way up through an injection of money from the Heritage Lottery Fund, the
work of dedicated staff and local volunteers. If you want to play a role in
the Arboretum’s future, why not join the Friends Group. The Rangers will
provide you with details or you can get further information on Derby City
Council’s website, visit: www.derby.gov.uk

E@og Hour visitl
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How to use this booklet

This list was produced in June 2011. It identifies all the different species
in the Arboretum, so not every tree has a label. Inevitably it dates very
quickly as trees are removed and new ones planted. We hope to update
this list on a regular basis. We are looking at using other techniques in
the future to guide people around the Arboretum, such as way marking,
smart phone applications.

You can find copies of Loudon’s work ‘Arboretum et Fructicetum
Brittanicum’ and original copies of the 1840 catalogue in the Local
Studies Library (01332 642240, minicom 01332 380712). Other
interesting exhibits about the Arboretum can be found in Grove Lodge.
Please ask the on-site management team for more details or visit the
website at www.derby.gov.uk

You may find a reference book such as the Collins ‘Guide to Trees of
Britain and Northern Europe’ useful in identifying some of the trees.

The Arboretum has been split into five distinct areas (A to E, as shown
below) to help you find the trees. Those on the tree trail leaflet are shown
as being 1 to 25, the remaining trees start at number 26.
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Area A
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Area A (continued)
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Area B
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How to find Derby Arboretum

Grove
Street aQ
Street 2
3,
e/ V%
Harriet 25
Street Arboretum %
Park
>
&
S &
S Loudon’Street (;)g’ Royal
>
§ <— Madeley Street & Crown
< Rose Hiy S Derby

Further information

Contact the parks management team on 01332 64155,
minicom 01332 256666 or email: parksadmin@derby.gov.uk

During office hours, please telephone the on-site management team on
01332 292612, or email: derby.arboretum@derby.gov.uk

For urgent tree problems out of office hours, please contact 01332 256060
minicom 01332 256666.

Arboretum Park

* is wheelchair and pushchair accessible.

+ welcomes dogs under control.

* has Car parking available at Grove Street (pay and display).

For bus services ring the Traveline on 0871 2002233.
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The production of the labels and this booklet has been grant aided by the
Monica Pilling Bequest through Derbyshire Historic Gardens Trust. For
membership information telephone 01335 370495

We can supply this information in any other way
style or language to help you access it.
Phone 01332 292612, Minicom 01332 256666.

Polish

Aby utatwi¢ Panstwu dostep do tych informacji, mozemy je Panistwu
przekazac¢ w innym formacie, stylu lub jezyku.

Prosimy o kontakt: 01332 292612 Tel. tekstowy: 01332 256666
Punjabi

feg ArEadt wirt 399 fan &t 99 39 &, fan & 99 gu 7 891 fee € Aae T,
frodt fer 3a udv ags v o3t AofesT a9 Rad! IR fagur aga A3 &% 2dtes
01332 292612 .fHalaH 01332256666 3 FAusd 9!

Urdu
01332 292612 lr-c Sul TStz 2 Slr b iniird /4;/@{;%&%
bl iy 01332256666 K

www.derby.gov.uk
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